CHAPTER XIII
LANGUAGE
SOUTH INDIA is essentially the home of the Dravidian
languages, which are spoken by over 90 per cent, of the
population. The word Dravidian has been simply defined
as the name given to a collection of Indian people, and
their form of language comprising all the principal forms
of speech in Southern India. In the Linguistic Survey of
India, Mr G. A. Grierson writes that the name Dravidian
"is derived from an older Dramila, Damila, and is identical
with the name of Tamil. The name Dravidian is, accord-
ingly, identical with Tamulian, which name has formerly
been used by European writers as a common designation
of the languages in question, The word Dravida forms
part of the denomination Andhra-Dravida-bhasha, the
language of the Andhras (i.e. Telugu), and Dravidas (i.e.
Tamilians), which Kumarila Bhatta (probably ;th century
A.D.) employed to denote the Dravidian family."
The five principal Dravidian languages, spoken in South
India, are Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam, Canarese, and Tulu.
The population speaking each of these languages, as re-
corded at the Census, 1901, was as follows (see Table on
p. 122).
Tamil is the language of the southern districts of the
Madras Presidency from a few miles north of Madras as
far west as the Nilgiri hills and western ghats, and south-
ward to Cape Comorin. Telugu is mainly spoken in the
districts north of Madras, except the west of Bellary and
Anantapur, the Agencies, and the northern part of Ganjam,
where it gives place to the Indo-Aryan Oriya language,